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           Contact: Russ Levsen, 202-226-4449
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 features Mabel Hagele, wife; Rep. Stephanie Herseth; Albion            Hagele (recipient); and Dianne Stafford, daughter. 
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March 13,            2006, Aberdeen, SD -
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 U.S. Rep. Stephanie Herseth presented            Albion Hagele of Ipswich with the Bronze Star Medal, as well as other            military service awards recently. The presentation was made at Herseth's            Aberdeen district office on Friday, March 10, 2006, with Albion Hagele,            his wife Mable Hagele, their daughter Dianne Stafford and numerous other            members of their extended family present. Additionally, the Commander            of the Ipswich Legion Post and the Edmunds County Veterans Service Officer            were in attendance. 
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Herseth said, "Mr.            Hagele is a humble hero who served his country with honor, bravery and            distinction in World War II. He is truly a member of the 'Greatest Generation.'            This ceremony and the Bronze Star are long-overdue expressions of gratitude            from the military and the American public."
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In addition to the            Bronze Star, Mr. Hagele was also presented with the Good Conduct Medal,            the American Campaign Medal, European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign            Medal with 3 bronze service stars, the World War II Victory Medal, and            the Honorable Service Lapel Button, WW II.
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Mr. Hagele was drafted            into the United States Army in 1941, and received basic training in            the Coast Guard. He attended Officer Candidate School and graduated            from Radar School after which he served as a Cadry (instructor) at Ft.            Hulen, Texas. He was then assigned to the 23rd Anti-Aircraft Group.
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He embarked on the            Queen Mary for Ireland, took additional radar training, crossed the            English Channel and landed on Omaha Beach on June 7, 1944 (D-Day+1).            He was considered part of the invasion spearhead.
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Mr. Hagele served            in the 1st, 3rd and 7th Armies attached to the 15th Corps of the United            States Army and in the 23nd Coast Guard Artillary Anti-Aircraft Unit.            While with the 3rd Army, under General Patton, his particular unit is            credited with destroying 60 enemy planes in two days. After being attached            to the 7th Army, his group took Hitler's home, known as Berchtesgaden,            and later liberated Dachau Concentration Camp.
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Attaining the rank            of Master Sergeant, Mr. Hagele returned to the United States on a Liberty            Ship, and was discharged November 1945 at Ft. McCoy, Wisconsin.
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Mr. Hagele still            carries shrapnel in his leg from wounds sustained from a "tree            burst." He refused medical treatment at a field hospital because            there were others "more seriously" wounded than he.
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Mr. Hagele married            the former Mabel Sippel of Groton in 1946. They have three children,            eight grandchildren and 16 great grandchildren. He served as Edmunds            County Auditor for four years, and was Edmunds County Treasurer for            20 years, retiring in 1981. He served on the Board of Directors for            the South Dakota State Retirement System for County Officials, and also            served as President of the South Dakota County Officials Association.            Mr. Hagele is a lifetime member of the VFW and Ipswich American Legion,            and has proudly been a member of the American Legion for 61 years. 
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